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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, January 12th, the WFRC club held the 
regular monthly meeting in the confines of the 
Monticello Middle School. Attendees for the meeting 
included 5 club officers and 2 members. 
 The business meeting was called to order at 7:07 
PM by club president Joel Dirnberger.
 Meeting minutes for the December meeting were 
approved as published in the January newsletter. The 
phone number in the list of club officers for newly 
elected Vise President Drew Holmquist was incorrect 
and will be changed in the next edition of the 
newsletter. 
 Club treasurer Bill Nybakken will put together a 
financial report to summarize the activity of the club 
treasury for 2015. After review  at the next meeting, it 
will be published for the club members. 
 Jeff Nelson received a quote from our field mowing 
contractor Aqua Green for their services in 2016. 
They would charge about $120 per mowing which is 
an increase of $5-$10 over last year's rate. It was 
discussed, voted on, and passed for acceptance 
without seeking quotes from any competing 
contractors. 
 Drew Holmquist proposed that we select some 
dates for the May through September flying season 
coming up to have whatever club events we would like 
to put on. A discussion ensued that recapped what we 
had last year and, based on the interest shown by 
those in attendance, it was proposed we have a float 
fly in May, a picnic fun fly in June and August and 
another float fly in September. After we survey what 

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, February 9th, 2016. 

It will be held in Room 29 of  the Monticello 
Middle School. 

other major events are already scheduled for the 
upcoming season in our mid Minnesota area, we will 
propose specific dates at the February meeting.
 Joel Dirnberger brought in some work he started to 
outline what parts of the overfly area surrounding our 
Hayes Field between the Montissippi Park and the Xcel 
Energy Power Plant could be designated as meeting 
AMA guidelines for FPV RC model operation. Joel 
started working from Google Maps on the internet to 
outline rough boundaries. He would next like to 
establish some GPS coordinates to precisely map 
where boundaries would conform to the line of sight 
guidelines AMA has and be clear of the power plants 
security boundaries on the north and west. The areas 
to the east that need boundaries include some of the 
park walking paths and the Mississippi River. What Joel 
can identify around the basic 350 ft x 600 ft opening 
we operate from will be presented for review and 
comment at the next meeting. The goal for this season 
is to have signage and maps displayed at the field so 
that pilots and their spotters who are WFRC members 
can fly their aircraft FPV while being safe and legal. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:16 PM.  

Upcoming Events
MARCEE Swap Meet - MARCEE is holding their 
annual swap meet on Saturday, February 6th, at the 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church on 104 Snelling Ave 
South, St. Paul. It runs between 9:00 AM and 10:30 
AM. There is no admission charge for buyers or table 
charge for sellers. Contact Steve Mundt at 
651-646-2195 or www.marcee.org if you have 
questions.
40th Annual TCRC auction - The Twin Cities 
Radio Controllers, Inc. are holding their annual auction 
on Saturday, February 13th. It will be in the Cross 
Point Church on 9801 France Ave, Bloomington. The 
doors open at 7 AM and the auction starts earlier than 
it has before, at 9 AM. There are quite a few changes 
to shorten the running time of the auction. One new 
selling activity is a silent auction for up to 30 items 
with $150 reserve. Another new activity is a bargain 
table for $20-$30 items. For the first time, credit cards 
can be accepted for payment. Pre-registration is open 
now at ht tp ://www.tcrconl ine.com/pages/
auction.htm.

Registering as a Pilot of Model Aircraft 
with FAA
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 To date, the FAA has their required registration of 
RC model aircraft up and running for over 6 weeks 
now. The time for registering as a pilot for free has 
come and gone as of January 21st. The next date of 
importance is February 19th by which time you must 
register to fly outdoors any RC aircraft that you own 
weighing between 250 grams (~½ lb) and 25 
Kilograms (~55 lb). Then you need to put your FAA 
registration number on those aircraft and carry a copy 
of  your FAA certificate with you whenever you fly. 
 You have to go to the FAA web site to register and 
have a valid credit card to pay the $5 fee and confirm 
your identification. Per the FAA's web site, “People 
who do not register could face civil and criminal 
penalties”. See https://www.faa.gov/uas/registration/.

WFRC and AMA Membership Status
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Starting with AMA membership for 2016, we have 
all but two of last year's members that have renewed 
their AMA membership, making 38 out of 40 
renewals. This was probably helped along by the 
“deal” AMA offered last fall for renewing at the old 
price. 
 When it comes to your WFRC renewals, the rate is a 
bit lower standing at 18 out of 40 so far. Technically, it 
is really 17 out of 39 because we have a member, John 
Lecy that joined new for 2016.

 We are off to a decent start considering virtually no 
one is flying at the field this early in the year. But those 
of you holding back to see what Groundhog Day 
would bring, he didn't see his shadow so we are 
looking at an early spring. That means you want to get 
in those renewal applications this month so you will be 
ready to take advantage of  the balmy March weather.
 We received our 2016 AMA Club Charter in January 
although our 2015 charter doesn't run out until this 
March. We renewed our charter early in December to 
take advantage of AMA's offer to renew at the old 
rates that go up by $50 for us after this year. I got a 
notice from the AMA's insurance agent (Harry A. 
Koch Co) that they sent out certificates to Wright 
County and Xcel Energy for our field insurance. 
However, they almost immediately sent out an email 
that they were canceling the certificates because they 
hadn't been properly verified(?). They advised that we 
still have coverage from the previous certificates until 
March.

Model Aviation Loses Luminary of the 
Sport 
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 This past January, Mike Gretz, who was a key figure 
for Sig Manufacturing for over 40 years, passed away 
after losing a short battle to brain cancer at the age of 
63. Mike was born and raised in the Mankato area 
where he first found his calling in model aviation. In 
1972, Mike was able to go to work for Sig 
Manufacturing of Montezuma, Iowa. He was 
instrumental in making Sig one of the legendary 
brands in model aviation. As the computer age 
bloomed, he fostered a transition of the company in 
the ARF aircraft and laser cut kits that eclipsed those 
that were popular more than a quarter of a century 
ago now. 
 In his early years in the sport, Mike was a top 
competitor in the AMA contest circuit and inducted 
into the AMA Hall of Fame in 2007. Over his long 
career he he contributed articles and columns to many 
of the popular model aviation magazines, such as 
Model Aviation, Model Airplane News, R/C Scale 
Modeler and R/C Reports.

Are You Staying Busy with R/C this 
Winter? 
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Well, I suspect not so much. Back in the day, we all 
put a good deal of time into winter build and rebuild 
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projects to replenish the fleet. But today's RTF and 
ARF selection has turned that into a mere internet or 
local hobby store shopping spree. On the up side 
though, the electric powered advancements in the 
hobby has made year-round flying, especially here in 
the north country, not such an absurd endeavor. If you 
have a nice indoor venue, you are set for regular 
outings all winter. And, if you keep close tabs on the 
weather, there are usually a few days each month with 
very favorable weather for flying off a local park, field 
or lake. 
 In any case, I'm sure I could count on one hand the 
members who settle in to do some conventional 
building during the winter months. It doesn't have to 
be the old fashion box of wood, finished with 
covering and/or paint. There are all sorts of material 
to work with now. So here is my story.
 My winter project, such as it is, started with a sketch 
of an odd RTF aircraft Eflite produced a couple of 
years back, the Hyper Taxi. One of our club members, 
John Lecy, did the drawings from an old beat up but 
flyable example he found. Joel Dirnberger printed out 
a full size plan for me. I rummaged through my stock 
of Dollar Tree foam board (a.k.a., Adams Foam 
Board) that I picked up a year ago so I could try some 
of the building techniques I saw  from those Josh's on 
Flite Test.
 This wasn't to be a very ambitious project. The 
plans consist of just 4 pieces cut out of a 20”x30” 5 
mm thick board. I initially estimated I could get this 
from the plans to ready-to-fly in less than a couple of 
weeks.

 Eflite's original design was mechanically simple. 
Seemingly, it was their attempt to showcase their AS3X 
stabilized UMX line of aircraft which they were 
starting to produce. It used their micro-linear servos, a 
small brushless outrunner motor and Spektrum 
combo Rx/ESC/gyro board. The aircraft's AUW was 
just 75 grams and powered with a mere 180 mah 2s 

battery. Unfortunately, they used a very fragile 2 mm 
thick foam and tried to judiciously reinforce it with 
plastic fittings and carbon fiber strips. This wasn't very 
successful. It did fly well, albeit strangely, with the way 
they had the control surface mixes configured. And 
those mixes were all hard configured in the receiver so 
the transmitter could only provide a basic aileron/
elevator/rudder configuration. 
 I didn't get very far in making templates for cutting 
the foam board before various alterations crept in. 
Some were for form, some for function. Also, some 
reinforcing problems needed addressing. Yes the 
Adams foam board is more durable and rigid than the 
foam Eflite used. But from past experience, Adams 
board doesn't flex much before the paper covering 
wrinkles permanently. So I devised some strategic 
strengthening by laminating it with paper card stock in 
high stress areas.
 I made the profile of the vertical wing sections have 
a more pronounced difference from the horizontal 
surfaces than Eflite had so as to help with recognizing 
the aircraft's flying orientation. The most challenging 
alteration was relocating the prop shroud to make it 
both more effective and sturdy.
 I decided not to use a receiver with 3-axis 
stabilization until I determine what kind of mixes 
between the horizontal and vertical control surfaces 
give control coordination that enhances the aircraft's 
innate flying characteristics. 
 When it was all cut and glued, my version of the 
Hyper Taxi has slightly larger dimensions than Eflite's. 
It is much more durable but at a substantial weight 
penalty. Its AUW is twice the original at 148 grams. I 
anticipated that to a large degree and selected upsized 
power components to hopefully maintain the original's 
power-to-weight ratio. I went to a 350 mah 2s battery. 
Coupled with my selection of motor and ESC, it 
produces about 45 watts. That gives me about 8.5 
watts per ounce which is where I estimate Eflite's was 
set up.
 My Hyper Taxi has yet to fly. I have initially set up 3 
different flight modes in my new, highly versatile, 
Spektrum DX9 transmitter. Each of these modes give 
me a different way to coordinate between the vertical 
and horizontal control surfaces on the Hyper Taxi.
 I am hoping to get to the West St. Paul Sports 
Dome for maiden long before winter is done. A nice 
outdoor day in February or March might do, but 
another problem with Adams foam board is the paper 
covering and its bond to the foam does not withstand 
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any moisture at all without permanently wrinkling and 
lifting.
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If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 
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